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Government must pay Korear mh il

e

Court rules A-bomb victim who left Japan is entitléd to medical benems

NAGASAKT (Kyodo) The gov-
ernment was ordered Wednes-
day to pay a South Korean sur-
vivor of the 1845 atomic bomb-
ing of Nagasaki a total of ¥1.03
million in health care allow-
ances.

Tlie ruling covers allowane-

es the government failed to -

pay he man after he left Ja-
pan following a brief stay for
treatment in 1994.

The Nagasaki District
Court ruled in favor of Lee
Kang Young, 74, who claimed
that the 1994 Atomic Bomb
Vielims Relief Law does not
stipulate that A-bomb survi-
vors, or hibakusha, living out-
side Japan are excluded from
receiving such benefits, He
had demanded ¥4 million in
compensation.

“This is the second time the
nation’s courts have ruled

that medical payouts be

awarded to A-bomb victims
who have left Japan. In June,
the Osaka Distriet Court or-
dered the prefectural govern-
ment to pay another South
Korean, Kwak Kwi Hun, 77,
around ¥314,000 per month
from August 19938 fo May 2003
in medicat allowances.

Koichiro Tatsuta, Lee’s at-
torney, said Wednesday s rul-
ing was “totally natural” and
al the districl court level, at
least, & trend has been estab—
fished toward recognizing
medical allowances for
A-bomb vietims living over-
sous,

LEE KANG YOUNG {lett), a South Korean citizen demandtng that me central government pay
his madical expenses resulting from the atomic bombing of Magasaki, protests wiilh support-
ers Wadnesday at the Nagasaki District Court. K¥opoproTo

“The government shouid
swittly review its inhumane
and irrational policies toward
hibakusha overseas, and of
course, should not appeal this

ruling,” he said.

-According to Lee's lawyer,
Lee visited Japan in July 1994
1o undergo treatment for dia-

vt b p i

betes and other sicknesses
and was given a government
certificate confirming his sta-
tus as an A-bomb survivor.
The government also decided
{o provide hirn with health
benefits for three years.
However, the government
stopped exlending Lee health

kol Wl el 27l e, Ean i e T N L B T e b ren e

benefiis through the Nagasaki
Municipal Government after
he returned to his home in Pu-

-84n three months later after

treatment in Japan.

Lee was exposed to radia-

tion while working at a muni-
tions factory in Nagasald
when the VUnited .Siates

[T P U ST T U SR e L]

'dropped an atomic bomb on

{he eity Aug. 9, 1945,

Lee accuses the Japanese
governinent of not respecting
the 1994 law for A-bomb survi-
vors, but instead following a
health ministry order to local
authorities issued in 1974,

The order, issued by the then
Health and Welfare Minisiry’s
public health bureau chief,
says the law does not apply to
A-bomb survivers cnce they
stop living in Japan.

‘The Health, Labor and Wel-
fare Mintsiry says Lhe law
does not apply to oversezs
A-borab survivors as it is a so-
cial welfare law covering ondy
people residing in Japan.

Lee sald Le is nof fighling
the Japagese government for
money bul in defense of the
human righis of the more
than 5,060 overseas survivors
of the atomic bombinpgs —
about 2,300 in Souith Korea
and 3,000 in China, North o
rea, the United States and
Brazi.

Lee has called on the gov-
ercment of Prime Minisier
Juniehire Koizumi to aullify
the 1974 order, paving the way
for overseas A-bomb survi-
vors to get the same benefits
as survivors in Japan.

The ruling came after
heaith minister Chikara
Sakaguchi announced Dec. 18
that Japan will hefp overseas
A-bamb survivors visit Japan
to undergo lreatment begin-
ning in fiscal 2002,
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