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\TG Os losing fight to Internet, poverty, abandonment

YOKOQHAMA (Xyodo) Dels-
gates from 138 ¢ouniries be-
gan a four-day Internationai
conference here Monday to
assess their past achieve-
ments and renew their pledge
to fight the sexual exploita-
‘tion of children,

The Second World Congress

Zzainst Commercial Sexual
* wxploitation of Children has

drawn about 3,300 partici-

pants from governments,
nongovernmental organiza-
tions, international organiza-
tions and the private sector to
the Pacifico Yokohama Cen-
ference Center in Nishi Wazd,
where they are discussing
measures to eliminate child
_ prostitution and pornegraphy.

About 100 youth representa-
tives from 38 countries, in-
cluding child victims of sexu-
al .abuse, are also partmlpat-
ing in the event, which is a
fouowup to the maugura! eon-
grass in Stockholm held in Au-
gust 1996.

In the opening ceremony,
Forelgn Minister Makiko Ta-
naka said the problem has

tten worse over the past

“rve years.
“Commercial sexual exploi-

tation of children is a grave
violatlon of theilr human
rights. Neglecting their rights
and dignity is equivalent to
denying owr future,” she sald,
asking the participants to de-
clare their firm resoclve to
fight sexual exploitation.
The confersnce is being
hosted by the Japanese gov-
ernment in cooperation with

‘UNICEF and international

NGOs, including End Child
Prostitution Child Pornogra-

demned the problem as “a
erime against humanity
which can be pmvanted Y

The keynote speaker, Carol
Bellamy, executive director
of UNICEY, said children
were being treated fike com-
modities,

“Each year, millions of chil-
dren— boys as well as girls —
are bought and sold like fresh
produce, commodities in a
global sex industry steeped in
greed and unspeakable cruel-

phy and Trafficking of Chil- ty.”

dren for Sexual Purposes In-
ternational (ECPAT) and the
NGO Group for the Conven-
tion on the Rights of the Child.

Queen Silvia of Sweden,
who was the honorary presi-
dent at the inaugural Con-
gress in Stockholm, said in-
formation technology, espe-
cially the Internef, has made
access to child pornography
much sasier.

“There are hundreds of
sites (for child prostitution)
that are closing down every
day but more are being
opeined,” she gaid.

Estimating that 1 million
chiidren are sexually exploit-
ed every year; she con-

Bellamy said explmters
draw their victims over-
whelmingly from the ranks of
the most vulnerable, such as
refugees, orphans, abandoned
children, child laborers and
children in armed conflict.

Other speakers giving
speeches were Justice Minis-
ter Mayumi Moriyama, De
Lingi of ECPAT Internation-

-al, arid Cherry Kingsley, rep-
rwenting the NGO Group for
the Convention on the Rights
of the Child.

Kingsley, speaking from
her own experience as a sur-
vivoer of commercial sexual
exploitation, said that when
she was growing up in the sex

trade in Canada ketwseen the
ages of 14 and 22, most of her
friends had dled from drugs,
AIDS, vioience, murder ot
suicide.

“T tell you this because I
think during these four days,
we should ke reminded of how
serious the conditions are for
the children who are exploit-
ed,” she said.

Asa representative of Chil-
dren of the Night, the leader
of an American NGO saidin a
separate discussion that child
prostitution is not a problem
that affects only the third
world.

“It can also happen in coun-
tries like the U.S, or Canada »
she said.

The confersnce will fea!:ure
more panel discussions,
round tables for youths and
various workshops and exhi-
bitions.

The gathering has become

the main event for addressing |

children’s issues because the
Sept. 11 terrorist attacks
forced the postponement of
the U.N. General Assembly
Special on Children, original-

. Iy set for Sept. 19 to 21, until

next May.

Monday.

that period.

The Metropolitan Police Department con-
ducted the survey in September and Octo-
ber on 2,115 junior high and high school stu-
dents in Tokyo. At the same time, it con-
ducted a similar survey on 735 high
school-age youths arrested or takes imto
protective custody by Tekyo police during

20% of students use Web dating sites, survey indicates

One in five junior high and high school
students has used a Web-based dating ser-
vice via mobile phone or the Internet, ac-
cording to a Tokyo police survey released

dating sites.

Ahout half of those wno reported using
the sites said they went on dates as a resulit.
Asked why they used the service, some
respondents said they had nothing else to do
or wanted to have friends of the opposite

SeX.

According to the surveys, 20 percent of
high school students and 32 percent of those
in police care reported using Web-based

Some reported staying out late or sleep-
ing away from home as a resuit of using the
garvice, the survey showed.
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Women’s group blames

YOKOHAMA (Kyodo) A wom-
en’s group on Tuesday called
for heip for Japanese teenage
girls whe prostitute them-
selves in a practice called
“anjo kosal,” or “compensat-
ed dating,” saying they are
vietims of child sexual exploi-
tation,

In a workshop held on the
gecond day of the Seeond
World Congress against Com-
mercial Sexual Exploitation
of Children, the Asian Women
& Children’s Network said
girl prostitutes should not be
blamed — even if sex is con-
senting — because they are
drawn into prostitution by the
social environment.

The group claimed the phe-

2002.(2.19. J.7.
‘enjo kosai’ on society and the media

nomenon in which girls from
well-o-de families prostitute
themselves to buy luxury
goods such as Louis Vuitton
bags is a form of self-abuse
caused by factors such as
lack of self-esteem resulting
from insufficient education
about sex and human rights,
gender bias and family dys-
function.

Rumiko Harada, a science

teacher at ‘Toyoko Gakuen ju-

nior high apd high sehools for.

giris, said, “In any form, pay-
ing for sex is an unforgivable
act.

Children who voluntarily of-
fer their bodies should be con-
sidered victims as they suffer
damage.”

Harada said her students
began to think of “enjo kosai”
as an easy, lucrative pari-

time job in the éarly 1990s but

that the blame les with adults
who allowed sex to be {reated
as a commodity. -

Takako Yoshida, a nonfie-
tion writer, rapped the mass
media for exacerbaling the
teenage prostitution problem
with sengational reporis. She
said giris mistakenly helieve
“enjo kosai” is fashionable
due to such reports..

She countered claims by
girls involved in prostitution

that their behavior should not
be condemned because it is

".voluntary and does not direct-

Iy harm anyone, saying ihe
girls are making decisions
based oun distoried informa-
tion. :

“frue self-determination
can be made only when cor-
reet information is provided,”
Yoshida said.

Among parficipants ai e

- workshop was a doctor who

has been providing medicat
care to girl prostitutes in To-
kyo's Roppongi district. He
said every member of society
should pay more atlention to
the phenemencn and try fo
stop it.

“For example, why don’t
clerks stop a junior high
school student from buying
Chaunel goods? The entire so0-
ciety helps promote enjo ko-
sai,” he said.
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* yention Law and the polution
" control law. She retired from

7‘3 R R
e Qt‘:}{\ i ?33 s gk

" Dist membiet and a pioneer of
worlen's” ??gh In .;:Iap‘nn.v-

- partioularly: known for her

-gdvocacy ‘of birth control =
disd Satixde? frdm respirate-
“ry fallura at arelativa's houge
in Tokyo's Bunkyo Ward, her

. fainily apid. She was 104.

€

In 1998, at the ags of 91, Ka-
to became the flrst Japanese
{o win ths United Natlons
Fopulatlgn Award for her

. eontelibution to the family

.also elected -

. planning idovement,. - -

Even’ ?ﬂ:er raachin {100
years old,. Keto actively
.gerved af president of the

Family Planning. Federation -

vrwﬁ?s"ﬁghté
ad, ist Kato dies

bers of the Hoise of R
sentatives. Her husband was

Kato served.two tevms In
the Liower ‘Houss and foni
terms in the House of Council-
ofsuntit 194 . 0 7

Kate also nade efforts to
enact the Prostitution Pre-

the milt.lcal arena aged T7,
but ber-enthusiasm for new

- challenges pevet faded,

‘Participating in the entab-
lishment of the International
Placned Parenthood Fedesa-

ra siid the women's libera-.
tion movement owes muoch o
" and other fémdnlst activ-
i “Accunnilated efforts
hat. .d to the énactment of

FIERCE BIRTH CONTROL

TR
- i 3 .

L TR TR B g g ;
RATAY -1 i a“a ’c?‘
. - b K

S . - l4

- Shizig Kafo, o9 of the first
_Japanesd women te béebnie &

o ﬁ"j" 7
- Tt ¥ (Ta

b
3

3. .,
3 b K b
R o oq 9.
o - B

of Japan,

- why Tdm stlll an active politi.
tian,” said Kato, who was al-
-'s6 hoted fof hor sharp tongue,
. Funeral goivices. will be

held at Zulcinl Tewpl -
k_e,.q At Ex Towgple n Tos

yo's Talte

ard: fromt noon

Thuraday with her ‘sacond '
-Gaughter 'Taki Kate, an Inter. -

national coordinator, serving
ag chiel mourper.. . . -
JKato was born Inte 1 wealthy
faniily in Tokye in-March 1897
and marrled Baron Kelkichi
Ishimoto after. graduating
from Women's Gakushuin

beam in_

- "4, parson who ‘once com- -
‘mlifad themgolves to polltics.
‘hag s respopsihility fov. the:
rest of his or her life; That's .

husband, Kanju
1946 after belng slected to the Houss of

ADVOCATE

achivis

*School at the aa ot 17, .
Wher she jgoined hér bus-
fectura, whera he worked ata

coal ming as an ‘enginesr, she
was shocked at the yelm sl

ation women faced. Many had

numergus childrén.and Hved
In appailing peverty. -
‘édw$t ? gtu%yﬂstng in :h?hUI}lt-
el otaies, Kalo met the {a-
fous feminist and plonser of
famliy plamning,- Margarat
Sanger (1883-1268), around
1920 and was impressed by
ber thoughts. - -~ -
When she returned to Ja-
- pan, she promoted the use of
contracégtivés, which wag a
-tabge subject under Japan's

Kato,

sentaiives Wi the first postwar slection.  onoPHOTO

vnﬂons -laws  for ‘gender

" Miki, eald, “She was a very

gentie person. She never critl-
cizted pecple, always found
the best in every person and
complimented them on it.
“Whenever someone did a
good deed, she would sand a
Pink Letter, a letter of en-
cowagement in a pink enve-

lope,” she added. “Even in
her later years, she always
ved beautifully. 1 always

" 'remembered - it ‘when she

made conpliments on my
outfit. Her cabe for vther peo-
ple was hicredible.” -

Writer Keiko Ochial said

take responsibility for them-

selves has really enco
WHE:; geuerations. She
ved iife exactly accord-

ing to her own philosophy —

t road™ (1968).

15

Kato o

Tband In Omuia, Tukuoka Pre-

milltarlstle government. She
glﬁu ook partin a movement
caliing for women's suffrage.

But tha Jarawar government

oracked down on her activi-
tleg and arvested her. -

Aiter her hwsband left her,
Bhizue supported berself and
two sons through writlng and

.other work promoting sacial

reform. This brought her in
contact with lahor leader
Kanju Xato (1802-1978) and
they werg married in 1944,
In the fipst pistwar.election
in 1848, Kato stood for the
now«defunct Japan Soclalist

_ Party and wag slectad ag vne
of the first 39 female mem-.
‘FONTIMIED 0N PARE 2

es at 104

e
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1elters for Avictims of do-
~-rhestic-yiolence victims are
-faclng financial and person-
nel probléms, according to
‘the Cabinst Office’s first
studj of such facilities.
CQuestions were submitted
early this month to 35 shelters
in 14 prefectures, of which 32

2000.12.24 T T.
Shceiiers for ﬂamesm violence "Vactims facing difficulties

responded

Twenty-feur ‘shalters re-

lied -that they are suffering
inancial restraints, as most
of théir operatiig expenses
have to be coverad. by dona-
tions and. merthership fees.
Sixteen called for pubnc r’i~
nancial suppoert,

cilities sald
any full-time employees or
they have a shortage of such -

In terms of ersmmel 18 fa-
ey do not have

workers, and they cited a lack
of personuel able to provide
psychological support.
Because most of the shel-
ters use private houses or

“47-

apartments, 27 facilities said
they face security problems.
- The Law on Prevention of
Spouse Vielence and Protfee-
tion of Victims came into
force Qet. 13, under which
those who violate court re-
straining orders face up to
one year in prison.
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