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Sex-slave fund’s work is done — or not?

Doors closing after what some claiin was success and others a failure

By KEI BIRARD
¥ etm
. The Avan Women's Fund,
set ilr Lo pay redress Lo former
Warlime sex slaves, ks dishand-
bag afler years of crithcls:m and
alter having only compensated
aboit 260 wormen
" "The {und focused only cn
moncy disir'bading, while ig-
notiag what 1k victbims real-
y koped for,” sald Rumike
Hishino, licad of ihe Women's
Active Musewmy on Wer and
Peace, Jopan's first sescurce
center on wartime sexual
savery. “They won! lo be red-
oPni:cd by Jepan as vicllms
lts crime so they can retaln
thelr dlgnity.”
The Astan Women's Fund

ull! bo disharded March 31 as -

roup clalms that it has

flnls ed alt of ils projects.
- For years after the war, the
women hid their past or were
dlseriminated syalnst. But as
wOmeEN's movements grew and
acceplance widened that vie-
lence agalnst women is a
crime liey began to speak
pubhc{y about what h:-ppem:d
to them and
suebeaddussed \lshlnosald

The {und was crealed a
195 (ollowing a 1993 govern-
ment statement Issued by
then Chicf Cabinet Secretar
VYohel Keono that achnowl-
edged thw forced recndtment
of wotnen by the imperial
Japanese Army Into sexuval
servitude for its soldlers.

it has given qut a lotal of

" ¥1.7 billlon, but only to about
© 360 women. Historians says

that as many a3 200,000 wom-
¢n were forced Inlo whal the
mi‘lllary calied “comfort sta-
Hans,” “or (reatiing brothels,
for mld'ers statlonéd across
Asla tn the 1930s and 19403,
The Asien Women's Fund

direc-

K "I]bcucvc our acﬁ;ﬂ}e&
ave 5 gnificant mean ot
hu..rllng new relationship with

Hw-ner. the fond has been
criticized and many of the for-
mer “comnfort wornen,” as Js-
pan cuphemistnally called
them, have openly mefused lo
take any money, charging that
the governmert dots oot lake
any responsibility for the sexw
al slavery becase the fund was

ASIAN WOMEN S Fund President Tomiichi lnluuym speaky aboui m. diabandrnonl ot the
fund during s conlerence Tutsday In Tokyo, <v0porFng10

nok directly run by Tokyo and
the morey the stals puts inte
the fund deliberalely was not
us¢d Lo cover anmy of the ctone
ment paymends,

The ¥1.)2 bililen from the
gorernment was only used for
“medical 2nd wellare support
rrn}ects * while lhe Y565 mii-

o In private donations were
uscd as “atonement money™
of compensation,

Wada, also a professor ermor-
itus at the Unlversity «f Tokyo,
admitted there were "lprublems
and limits™ with t}nmatl:d's ac-
livities, suggesling wormen
have refused to accepl thorey
from the fund.

Lea Younst Sco ls one such

dropplng oo his kres ™ the (oe-
nwer sax alave lold a grovp in
To_ﬁcfo in mid-February.
Hﬁ&wt%&? Korean
»as a Japancse
soldier ot age 15 and taken to a
fronilling beothel. Ste made the
remarks in Tokyo afier testily-
ing before a subcommiltee of
the U.5. Hose Forelgn Affairs

Committee In Washington.

“Even if Japacese leaders
refuse Lo ofler a direct apolo-
£y, 1 will continue giving tes-
timony [n erder lo record my
experiences In history,” sald
L, who also traveled Lo sev-
eral other countries 1o speak
about the experience.

In total, the Astan Women's
Fund has given 285 {ormer
comfort women in Souwth Ko
res, Talwan and the Phillp-
plres belween ¥3.2 mbllion
and %5 mililan each, and
sround ¥3 mlllion each to 79
women in the Netherfands, to
gether with letters of apology
slgned by the prime minisler
at the tle — Ryulaco Hashl-
moto, Kebzo Qbuchi, Yoshire
Morl and Sunlcidro Kolzrumi.

Indonesia =aid it cowdd not
conilrro who had been sex
staves when it was the former
Dutch East Tadies, so the fund
gave the government ¥I70
million to build 89 facililfes
{or elderty people.

However, Wada said that
when the fund wat eslab.-
lished 12 years ago, he knew it
wiould be attacked, but decid-
ed ta join anyway because, al
the time, he thought it was the

lng Japan would do
and time was ruening ot

“I could not expect at thal
time thal the 2ld movements
{or the victims would develop
{urther, and it was the com-
mon recognitlen among the
fund miembers that it was
recessary to provide rellef
white the agl.n.; victms were
stili alive," he safd. "It was
{he only way for me, to slart
ke furd and thes work {or ils
improvement,”

Havirg 2 Soclalist peime
minister, Tomilchi Murayama,
in 194 — during a brief break
in the conservalive Liberal
Democratic Party’s sole hold
on power since the 19508 — pro-
\m;i:ﬁnw ty to slart
the s ﬂ_ggeslbd

Murayama formed 2
bioe of his Soclalist Party, now
the Social Democratic Party,
Ihe now-defunct New Party
Sakigake and the LDP.

On'Aug. 13, 1995, the 50th an-"

niversary of Japan's Rrender
to the Allles, Muraysamz made
a statement expressing re.
motsé and apologized (o Ja-
pan's aﬁgrmlon L5} that

and ag-
gression, Japan "caused tre-

200n. 3.9 TT 3%
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¢ ferily, the resolulon (3 ex-

nicrdus dannaga and sufferlmg
to the pccfu of nuny coun-
teies, p:r icularl;- those of
Astan nallons. '

Lot since then, the volees of |
rightwing lawmakers and Jds
torans have grown

Ore strony group of L.OP
lawinakers that has worked
for a nember of years to have
the sex slave issue removed
from Sunlor high school lext:
books, s getting moie publini
ty recently In its cflorts to
have the Kong statemant re.
scinded or diluted.

“the victims of sexual slav-
¢ry have watched ¢losely the
revisiondsly' moves going un-
checked, even though the Jap-
onese gmemmenl olfecesd an
apology,” Nishlno sald. “The
double standard of Japan has
made them distrust toe gov:
ermument’s apology.”

The Aslan Women's Fund
“has Just overleoked such
moves, d‘sap?n.nllng the vic.
tirns,” ske sald,

And it's not just back beneh:
crswhoare stiesing things vp.

Prime Minlster Shinzo Abe
has tome under fire after
claiming lasl week there [5 no
evldence that the tmipertal ar-
ey lorced forelgn women inte
sexval slavery, although ke
has repeatcdiy sald he stands
by the Kons siatement.

His comments came In 3
growing war of words taking
place in the medla since 2 bi-
partisan group of LS. law
makers submitted a resolu
tion lo the .S, House of Rep-
rescalatives on Jan. 3
condtimning Jagan for ensfay-
ing the women and asxing for
a formal apology.

Previcns altempts lo gel
the reseletion passed have
(aited because the Repudli-
can-contralied Congress was
hesitant to make such a
strong stalement against a
U.S. ally. However, now that
the Demgerats hold the me-

pected Lo be passed.
Mucayama, piesident of the
Aslan Women's Fund, has al-

50 come out and s2ld the fund !
has ot been ensugh 4
“Owe relief measures and the
telter of apology from ptirr.e!
ministers are rot encugh lo!
cure the Mybe of the vie- |
tims, and maybe few propic ac-
cepled them wiklingly» be said.
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Sox slave history erased from texts: '93 apology next? | The Japan Times Online

1993 official government apology.

Nakayama claims the women were professional prostitutes at frontline

brothels run by private agencies, and neither the state nor the army forcibly
took the women there.

Some historians estimate the sex slaves numbered up to 200,000, including
those in their teens, while others say the figure was much lower,

"(Working at the brothels) was their commercial business. They were never
sex slaves," Nakayama reckoned, challenging the public testimony of scores
of aging Asian and Dutch women who recalled being forcibly taken, some in
their teens, to the frontline brothels and being gang-raped by Japanese
troops for little or no reward.

Prime Minister Shinzo Abe was director general of the LDP group in the
1990s and party policy chief Shoichi Nakagawa was its chairman.

Before taking key positions in the government, Abe had openly demanded
the withdrawal of the 1993 government statement by then Chief Cabinet
Secretary Yohei Kono that apologized for the "comfort women™ and cfficlally
admitted the military, along with private-sector agents workmg at its request,
forced those females into sexual slavery.

After taking office in September, Abe appears to have changed his position
and repeatedly stressed that he stands by the 1993 statement as the offi c:al
government view on the issue.

He also admitted that private agents for the army took some of the victims 1o
the frontline brothels against their will.

"From thé heart, | sympathize with the comfort women, who were put under
extreme circumstances and suffered hardships. (We) have already expressed
an apology," Abe told an Upper House session Friday.

But Abe also keeps pointing out that no documentary evidence has been
discovered to prove direct involvement by the government or army in taking
the females by force — as in kidnapping - to the frontline brothels. His
statement has sparked a storm of criticism from China, Taiwan, South Korea
and other parts of the world.

Some experts say Abe is technically cerrect because no Japanese official
documents dating back to before the surrender have been found, aithough
scoras of former sex slaves have testified about their ordeals.

Nobuo Ishihara, who was deputy chief Cabinet secrelary when the 1993
staterent was issued by Kono, claimed no government documents turned up
that prove the military coerced the women into the brothels.

The government's acknowledgment that the military was involved was based
mostly on interviews of 16 women who said they were forced into sexual
* servituds for Japanese soldiers, he said.

P35
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Sex slave history orased from texts; ‘93 apology next? | The Japan Times Online

"Yas, | think what Abe said was right. But he should have madao the
comments only after thinking how his remarks would be reported (overseas),”
said Kazuhisa Kawakaml, professor of political psychology at Meiji Gakuin
University in Tokyo.

Yoshikazu Yoshimi, a professor at Chuo University and a leading expert on
the issue, said Abe's argument is completely off the mark.

Whether they came voluntarily, possibly by deception, to the frontline brothels
or were taken by force by the army or private agents, the comfort women
were effectively in a state of slavery at that point because they had no
freedom and were under strict military control, Yoshimi pointed out.

Whether the victims were "recruited” by privale agents or the army is also not

the point, Yoshimi argued. A number of government documents have been

discovered to prove the army planned the brothsls, ordered them set up and
( was deeply involved in managing them, he pointed out.

" don't understand why (Abe) only tries to focus on how those women were
taken there. it should be mads clear that it is the army that caused this
problem, not private agents (working for the army)," he said.

Amid the ongoing dispute, Abe himself may have realized the difficulty in
downplaying the army's culpability, because he appears to be trying to keep
his distance from Nakayama's group.

On Thursday, the LDP gréup visitetd Abe and asked him to reopen an
investigation into the sex slaves with an eye to diluting the statement Kono
made in 1993 under the administration of then Prime Minister Kiichi
Miyazawa. Kono is now Lower House speaker.

Nakayama quoted Abe as saying at the meeting that the govemment will
(- launch a reinvestigation as requested, but Abe himself later told reporters that
~ the LDP - not the government - will probe the issue and the government will
only cooperate.

" have already said that § will stand by the 1993 Kono statement,” Abe said.

He also said he will no longer discuss his position with reporters, because his
words "have not been correctly reported.” He did not elaborate.

The Japan Times
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By Reglon China, apparently keen {o keep on track an improvement In ties begun _ !

Alerdtiet after Abe took office last September, has called on Tokyo to face up teits past but

. L has been restralned In its comments so far.
‘Businass

2 "China wants to make a success of the summit meeting," sald Koichi Nakano, a
... ‘Sophia University political science professor.
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_science & Healin -

"But the United States is a democracy ... you have a free media,” he said ahead of
. the Sunday Interview. "Itis quite possible, even probable, that Abe will be
! embarrassed, even If (U.S. President George W.) Bush doesn't want that.”

DOMESTIC FALLOUT? :
13
Any diplomatic faltout could also reverberate at 5
home, where Abe has already seen his populatity i
ratings slip on doubts about his leadership ahead o ::
of a July national election, analysts say. R H
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More News... elite being upset.” :
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U.S. Congressman Michael Honda, a Califomnia Democrat, has introduced a " acros:

reésolution seeking an unambiguous apology for the suffering of the sex slaves atthe ° RealE

hands of the Japanese army. Continued... . _ ?;gi
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Sex slave history erased from texts; '93
apology next?

By REIJI YOSHIDA

Staff writer _

Former education minister Nariaki Nakayama takes pride in an achievement
he and about 130 fellow members of the Liberal Democratic Party took the
past decade to accomplish; getting references to Japan's wartime sex slaves
struck from most authorized history texts for junior high schools.

"Our campaign worked, and people outside the govemment also started
raising their voices, creating a national trend," said the 63-year-old Lower
House member from Miyazaki Prefecture, who also openly claims the 1937
Nanjing Massacre was a "pure fabrication.”

Nakayama feels he and the LDP group he heads played a key role in getting
the descriptions of the “comfort women," the euphemism Japan used for the
wartime sex slaves for ils army, deleted from most junior high school history
books.

"Now few textbooks camry words like ‘military comfort women' or that the
women were ‘forcibly taken' {to the frontline brothels). | think that's good,”
said Nakayama, a former elite Finance Ministry bureaucrat who served as
education minister from September 2005 to October 2006.

Nakayama's group has been busier than ever lately. They are now
campaigning against a resolution before the U.S. House of Representatives
that demands a formal apology from Japan's prime minister for the wartime
sexual ansiavement of women and girls across Asia. They have aiso pushed
far the LDP to reinvestigate the sex slavery with an eye to watering down a
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22:27 19Mar2007 CXCLUSIVE-Ex-Japan PM says Tokyo responsible for WH2 sex slaves

By George Nishiyama
T%KYO. March 19 (Reuters) - Japan was morally responsible for forcing women

to work in wartime brothels, a former Japanese leader said on Monday, in a
veiled criticism of Prime Minister Shinzo Abe's comments on sex slaves.

Former prime minister Tomiich{ Murayama, who made a lanqmark apology for
Japan's wartime actions ip 1995, also said efforts by politicians to justify
World War Two were making Asian neighbours worry Tokyo was returning to its

_militarist past. _ ) - '

Abe sparked outrage overseas by saying there was no evidence that Japan's
government or army -had kidnapped the women to work as sex slaves, although he
has also said he stands by a 1993 apology acknowledging official involvement in
the brothels. . i

Hurayama, who became Japan's first Socialist prime minister in 40 years when
he was elected in 1994, said the debate over the degree of official involvement
was meaningless. - .

"There is no point in debating that. There is no mistake that the military
had set up and managed the brothels. In that sense, the government was :
responsible, " Hurayama,” 83, told Reuters in a rare interview,

"That's why the government has apotogised, and because it felt that that was
not enough from a moral standpoint, began work to provide compensation and set
up the fund, " he said, referring to the government-sponsored Asian Women's Fund
set up in 1995, . '

The fund -- headed by Murayama since 2000 -- has provided former comfort
women 2 million yen ($17,000) each in compensation and medical support, along
with a letter of apology signed by Abe's predecessors.

But many former “comfort women™ have refused to accept the money, saying the
Japanese government itself should provide thé compensation in recognition of its
responsibility, .

MAKING ASIA NERVOUS

U.S. Congressman Michaél Honda has introduced a resolution calling for Japan
to make an unambiguous apology for the suffering of the sex slaves at the hands
of its army. = :

Abe has said the resalution contains many factual ervors and that Japan,
would not apolegise again, even if it 1s adopted.-

- Murayama welcomed Abe's decision to stand by the 1393 apology, but added the
52-year-old Japanese leader might have made the situation Wworse with some of his
comments.

"He said things he didn’t have to say," Murayama said, referring to Abe's
remark that hé would not apologise anew.

Murayama said that in the years since he expressed "deep remorse” and 3
“*heartfelt apology™ to Asian countries for Japan's wartime actions, a growing
number of Japanese politicians were trying to justify the conflict, making
Tokyo's neighbours wary. , o ' .

Abe has also pledged to révise Japan's pacifist constitution during his
tenure, a stance that was long taboo. .

"During my time, we couldn't éven mention the idea of revising the
constitution. Now they're talking about it in parliament. Times have changed, "
Murayama said. = :

"People in Asia are worried Japan may go back to the past," he added.

Murayama said the furore over the "comfort women" showed the activities of
the Asian Women's Fund were not well known. ' ' '

"1 wonder if people overseas know that past prime ministers have sent a
letter of remorse to each 'comfort woman' through the fund," said the
white-haired Murayama: _

Since 1995, the fund has handled nearly 565 million yen in private donattions
for compénsation and about 750 million yen ia government funds for medical
welfare support to women from the Philippines, South Korea, Taiwan and the
Nether lands, __

Many of the thousands of sex staves, which one academic has satd numbered
about 200,000, have died due to old age. Most of the survivors are jin their 80s.
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The fund is being wound up at the end of this month,

(31 = 116.99 yen)

({Editing by Linda Steg and David Fogarty: Reuters messaging: ~
peorge.nishiyama.reuters.com@reuters.net; +81-3-3432-8018;
george.nishiyama@reuters.com)) Keywords: JAPAN SEXSLAVES/MURAYAMA
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