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. Japan remains internally
divided over its military past
and, uiilike Germany, is still
‘struggling with the world's
mistrust of its sincerity, a
o e, e i
pas eountry and -

Japao said Thursday. :

“As far as texthooks and
coming to terms with a histo-

. ry of (war) memaories, the
main problem is an internal
Japanese problem,” Ian Bur-

~wna, suthorof “The Wages of
Guilt: Memories of War in
Germany and Japan,” said
duiing & speech at the For-

elgn Correspondents’ Club of

Japsan,
: Accordi A

- ple can be misled by viewing
“problems of reconciliation”

as ‘those that exist parrowly .

between Ji apaizesa and non-
Japanese peopie. '
-Buruma said that, in discus-
sions about wartime issues
here, the focal poinf contimues

T P TR WP

rding to Buruma, peo-

| 200l 11,78 . JT
- Japan must resolve blame for war
from within, German author says

to ke the issue of lack of trust,
He compared this with how
Germany was abls t{o con-

vince its neighhors in the In

West of its sincere remorse

‘over its wartime past, .

Germany succesded, he
sald, hecause it 1 ed to
return to its cultural tradi-
tons and reintegrate lnto the
“huinanistic, democratic,
Western malastream,”
whereas Japan, which previ-
gusly had ot been part of
this, had to be re-eduicated by
the West, : .

Mistrust of Japan's inten-
tiotis also led to the adoption
of its U.S.:authored, war-re-
nouncing Constitution, for
which no national consensus .
had been secured at the time,
Buruma said, :
thsma saxfd be lwe_lccma

e cy of apologies” as
“politically desirahle,” tnit al-
50 expressed skepticism over .
this approach, saying apolo-

gles could “come too easily

and cheaply” and will never -

fully satisfy vietims hecause
juries the Inflicted are deep-
ly rooted in their psyche, -

Another author, Mark Sel-

deb, coeditor of “Censoring -

History: Citizenship .and
Meniory ii Japan, Germany,
and the United States,”
agrees with Buriuma's assess-
raent, :

. “While many Japanese
have fundamentally come to
terms with Japan's record in
World War II ... Japan re-
mains deeply divided around

- these issues to this day,” said

Selden.

Meanwhile, Yoshlo Kisa,
the Japanese suthor of a book
about the role of Japan's and

8 war responsibilj- -

ty, stressed that patterniag
Japan’s case on the Germany
meodel is inappropriate he-
cause the two are not compa-

" rable.
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TALIBAN ‘PERVERTING ISLAM’

Jordan queen fights for women’s rnghts

By GABY HINSLIFF
LONDON

Percied on the sofa in ber
immaculatedy-cut scartol skirt
it awd feeds, Guieen Hanla of
Jurday by hardly the Image of
{he downbrodden, “uga®-clad
Muglim womien the West has
e by apect.

Tho doctnr’s duyghter is now
a3 well known for her glamour
and modern tifestyle as for her

calde charitable work for
clildren. She has been labeled
thw Priceess Disna of the Is-
Jumic world.

Buk 25 she accompanied her
husband, King Abdullah, ob &
stute visit to Britain recently, it
became clew it would be wn-
wize to dismiss the world's
youngest queen ag another re-
gal cloihes horse,

1 an interview with The Ob-
server, fanis made clear sbe
has o serious messuge: That
the brutat repression of women
under the Taliban is o perver-
sion of Istam, a peliglon she be-
liuves s mieh mistixderstood.

And as the war against tey-
rorism unfolds, ahe is deter-
miped i woukd should not for-

£ e b 1 A SR YK o N : . . .
T B T B B e R e S R s e pai 1L St b

get these victims who are de-
nied education and work oul-
sicle the hone, foreed to cover
their faces and sturved of med-
jeal care since they may not be
wrented by male doctors,

“What wo see in Afghanistan
is women being stripped of
rights that have been granted
to them by Istum, and rights
that women enjoy in many
parts of the Arab world,” she
said, “it is incumbent on all o
us in tha Arab world 1o &y 10
demonstrute that and try to
reacts out, expluin whal we are
about.

“[1's plse important for the
rest of the world to reach oul ko
Arsb countries and Iry Lo un-
derstand. We must be very
carchul of making quick judg-
ments, That just Increases the
gull, the gap between us.”

She is distressed about the

ight of Afghan women. “Is-

m grants us choice. We are
not suppased to foree anyone
into anything. If they dao it, it's
vut of conviction because they
patieve in it,” she said.

“[41ece women are not given
the choice, that is what I find
completely wepag with the sys-
tem, that they are forced lo

dress in a certain way, stay al
home ail the time.”

And she stroaply believes the
conlilion agningt terror should
not forget them. “We are muor-
ally obliged to help peaple wha
are suffering injustice.”

The Si-year-old gueen, who
gamely played pool with inner
London teenagers during her
visit, pever ducks difficult is-
sues, making lier an ideal am-
bassador for liberated Muslim
women. Her program in Buit-
ain mixed royal bancguets with
trips 1o an undercover antipe-
dophile unit:- it reflects her
equally bard-hitting interests
uf home.

A banker befare she mar-
ried, she has used her corpe-
rabe skills 1o heip poor Jordu-
piun women stari their own
businesses and begun tackling
igsues considersd tuboo, From
domestic vislence and child
abuse Lo so-called “honor kill-
ings" of aliegedly adulterous
women by male relatives,
which claim up fo 25 lives a
year in Jordan, .

She has angered same tradi-
tionadists, but is wnrepentant:
“Some of the areas that 1 have
chuwen o tackke have been ra-

ditionslly social tahoos, but it
was, very important not Lo bet
that detes us.

“In Jordan we don’t believe
in swecping probleims under
the carpet — any problem that
goes wndeslt with is one you
will have Lo confront in & niuch
bigger way later on.”

Such is Runia’s political sure-
footedness It is easy to furget
that she was never expected to

become quesn: Prince Hassar, -

the late King Russein's beoth-
er, was ihe heir untll Hussedn
chunged hiz mind shorlly be-
fore his death.

. Her life sometimes seems to
bave changed incredibly fast,
but “] indieve God contrals our
destiny and be decides whal we
are going to be doing atl what
gtage in our iives. You just
have to move shead with what
you are required to do and
make the best out of it.”

Having three children under
seven, lowever, makes for 2

ing schedule.

“My children are very
young, which means the bal-
ancing sct between my profes-
slongl life and my family life is
& litile more dilficult. It's a dai-
Jy strugge bt it's one I try o

manage,” she admitied.

Fuis 1z ground she shares
withi Cherie Blaire, wife of the
British prime minister, who
had her to lunch with such
promivent women as the ae-
tress Eorma Thampson.
with the Queen Mother was the
highlight of ber visit, hut add-
ed: “It wus wonderful to see
such dynamic woemen laking
charge, entering inio unchart-
ed territory, sticklog their

g

necks out for what they be-
leved in”

She does pot Jack it berssll,
he Kuwaiti-born ethwic Pates-
tinian warned that unkess there
is a pernunent pezce seltle-
pient for the Middie Bast the
war in Afgharistan would
achieve Hide, and “there will
always be 3 denger of extrem-
ism.”

. “Bven if the American forces
eradicated ibat particaiar
group of tecrorists [al-Queda),

thut does not mean we will
have nol apother proup egler|-
ing before you know 3t ldess
some other issuues sre ro
sidved.”

- The gueen refuses o be
drawn ot reporis of ai-omis

‘thyeats Lo the Jordasian reyal

famidy, bui concedes thal ber
yeur-old son was frighteeed
by LV lmapes of fne Sept W
attaclk,

“The sooner the war iy overd
the ueiter for everyone.”
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